





status of 20 species of raptors. The species found to have the most wide-spread declines was
further highlighted with a special symposium on the American Kestrel. The results of that
symposium will be published during 2008. In the future, further research on defining
catchment areas and regions will allow greater attention to regional patterns in trends for
each species. Project indicators were achieved.

Goal Five: In spring 2008, we disseminated a press release on the release of the report, State
of North America’s Birds of Prey and especially highlighted the decline in American
Kestrels. The report has been made available through a book seller, Buteo Books and
advertised to ornithologists. Free copies were mailed to selected scientists or managers. A
short four-page summary of the findings is being prepared for release later in 2008. That
report will be mailed to conservation agencies, outdoor writers, and press contacts to further
disseminate the findings and stimulate conservation activities or attention. The delay in
achieving this goal was necessary as we had to wait until the book was published to begin
publicity work. Publication took longer than originally anticipated. We have disseminated

the results through our website, but direct mailings will be completed later in 2008.

One of the most significant steps achieved during Raptor Population Index IIT is the
wide-spread acceptance of it as the main system for monitoring raptor populations and the
integration of the statistical approach into current systems being developed to monitor
migrant songbirds. Both the hawk-watcher and the wildlife manager are now looking to RPI

to provide conservation information on diurnal raptors.

3) Lessons Learned



One lesson we learned is that many steps take longer than anticipated. Volunteer-based
monitoring systems are cost-effective and attractive; however data entry and protocols are
not something volunteers do easily. Such steps may be better designed for paid personnel.

In addition, translating scientific statistical models into interactive, web-based, user-friendly
monitoring tools is challenging. Automating decision steps and model selection are just
some of the challenges. By integrating the RPI project into ongoing and evolving networks
such as the Avian Knowledge Network, we ensured its longevity and viability and opened
the door to other useful partners. Other conservation agencies or groups with monitoring data
may follow our model and not attempt to develop new unique approaches but integrate with
other networks to make data available and useful. The mapping tools and graphic tools

developed at AKN will be useful in display of raptor migration data.

4) Dissemination
Project results were shared widely with the public and scientific community through
presentations, publications, and press releases during 2007 and 2008. Some of the results are

also on display on the rpi website or through other websites (see www.rpi-project.org).

Further enhancements are in development to allow queries and graphic data presentation in
near future.

5) Project Documents
Attachments and photographs are enclosed in hard copy and on an enclosed CD

respectively. The main product of this project is the book, State of North America’s Bird

of Prey. Two copies are enclosed with this report.

Report prepared by: Laurie J. Goodrich, goodrich@hawkmin.org
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State of North America’s Birds of Prey Table of Contents

Press releases from the project, April 2007 to July 2008

2007 Annual Report to contributors and hawk watchers

List of Outreach activities for RPI 111

Book entitled State of North America’s Birds of Prey enclosed with final
report.



Raptor Population Index (2007-0005-000) Outreach Activities
June 2007 to July 2008

Field site visits (n=14), 1 June 2007-30 June 2008. Field trips have several purposes: (1)
Establish personal communication with site coordinators, (2) Recruit submissions of data to
HawkCount.org, particularly from underrepresented regions such as the Midwest, (3) Obtain
selected historical datasets that are in paper forms to aid in data transfer, (4) Obtain data
collection protocols from sites, when they exist/stimulate the adoption of HMANA’s data
collection protocol/collect information on operation of sites, including photographic

documentation.
Date(s) Site/state Contact
10 August 2007 Chimney Rock and Duke Farms NJ Chris Aquila
23-24 August 2007 | Braddock Bay NY David Bonter
13 September 2007 | Hawk Mountain PA Laurie Goodrich
15 September 2007 | Duke Farms NJ Chris Aquila/John Kee
11 October 2007 I1linois Beach State Park IL Janice Sweet
12 October 2007 Fagle Valley W1 Brett Mandernack
13 October 2007 Hitchcock Nature Center TA Mark Orsag

18 October 2007

Harvey’s Knob VA

Joyce Holt, Bill James

18 October 2007 Rockfish Gap Hawkwatch VA Brenda Tekin, Gordy Adamsky
19 October 2007 Snicker’s Gap VA Todd Day

20 October 2007 Powdermiil PA Bob Muhlvihill, Mike Lanzone
21 October 2007 Allegheny Front PA Angelo Mincone

3 November 2007 Waggoner’s Gap PA Dave Grove

28 March 2008 Ripley Hawkwatch NY Gil Randell

Public Programs (n=8) — promotion of the RPI project or programs to highlight the results of
“State of North America’s Birds of Prey” (programs given by Ernesto)

Date Location Program/host

7-9 September 2007 Boston MA The RPI and declines in the American
Kestrel
Eastern Massachusetts Hawkwatch

13 September 2007 Fogelsville PA Papers in the symposium “State of North
America’s Birds of Prey,” a one-hour
tutorial on HawkCount.org, and a one-hour
program on Data Collection Protocols

' RRF-HMANA conference
2-7 October 2007 Patuxent Wildlife The Raptor Population Index Project
Research Center MD | Northeastern Coordinated Bird Monitoring

3 November 2007 Waggoner’s Gap PA The Raptor Population Index Project
Program for members of DC Audubon

5 November 2007 Ithaca NY Cayuga Bird Club Monday Night Seminar:




“The State of North American Birds of Prey”
Cornell Lab of Ornithology

12-16 February 2008 McAllen TX Monitoring with a conservation goal:
principles and practice of raptor migration
monitoring

Fourth International Partners in Flight
Conference

16-18 March 2008 Hadley MA Large-scale monitoring of migrating hawks
Northeastern Coordinated Bird Monitoring

29 March 2008 Presque Isle PA The State of North America’s Birds of Prey
Presque Isle Audubon Society

PUBLICATIONS AND OUTREACH
Press releases (Environmental News Network http://www.enn.cony/) (attached):
-- International Conference on Hawks and Other Raptors to be Held in Pennsylvania in
September (Published June 21, 2007 02:49 PM)
-- Ground-breaking Report Provides First Continental Assessment of North American Raptor
Populations (Published June 19, 2008 11:44 AM)

White papers and direct-mailing reports:

Anonymous. 2007. The Raptor Population Index 2007 Annual Report. Produced by the RPI
Partnership, HMANA-HMS-HWI. Ithaca, NY. 6 p.

Northeast Coordinated Bird Monitoring Partnership. 2007. 4 Framework for Coordinated Bird
Monitoring in the Northeast. Northeast Coordinated Bird Monitoring Partnership Report. 62

pp. Available online at http://www.nebirdmonitor.org/framework.

General audience articles:
Ruelas I, E. 2008. The Raptor Population Index: taking the pulse of raptor migration. Birding

40:58-68

Peer-reviewed publications:

Farmer, C.J., D.J.T. Hussell, and D. Mizrahi. 2007. Detecting population trends in migratory
birds of prey. The Auk 124(3):1047-1062

Bildstein, K.L., J.P. Smith, E. Ruelas I. and R.R. Veit (Eds.) 2008. The State of North
America’s Birds of Prey. Nuttall Ornithological Club and American Ornithologists” Union.
Series in Ornithology No. 3. Cambridge MA and Washington DC.

PARTICIPATION IN NETWORKS
Northeastern Coordinated Bird Monitoring (http://www.nebirdmonitor.org/) — Preparation of
white paper “A framework...” (above), coordination (with David Mizrahi) of Migratory Bird
Group, preparation of grant proposal for regional monitoring for the Regional Conservation
Needs initiative of multistate conservation grants (USFWS Region 5).
Citizen Science Toolkit — Metadata of HawkCount.org and RPI as citizen science project
(http://www birds.cornell.edu/citscitoolkit/projects/vertebrates).
Avian Knowledge Network (hitp://www.avianknowledge.net/content/about/partners)
HawkCount.org has submitted nearly 750,000 observational records to the AKN data warchouse




(sixth most important data contributor, from a total of 43 partners), these data have also been
made available to The Global Biodiversity Information Facility

(http://www.gbif org/DataProviders/providerslist?sortby=records). I contribute to the
development of the AKN through weekly conference calls of the AKN developers group.

Global Raptor Information Network
(http://www.globalraptors.org/grin/SiteNews.asp?INewsType=1) The RPI project and its
outcome has been used in the creation of the Global Raptor Information Network database.
Rainforest Alliance Ecoindex (http://www.eco-index.org/new/index.cfm), of nature
conservation projects is creating a profile for the RPI Project, to be uploaded very soon.
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